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The Honorable William F. Clinger, Jr. J

House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Clinger:

I am a member of a local model airplane
Aeromodelers, and have enjoyed the sport of radio
aircraft flying for many years.

club, The
controlled

Kinzua
model

I am very concerned about the Federal Communications Commissions'
proposal (PR Docket 92-235) that would greatly reduce the usability of
frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model aircraft.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However., our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share
the band without either user interfering with the other.

The F.C.C. now wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower band widths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. I have been told that our available channels would be
reduced from 50 to 19 if these rules are adopted.

Modelers go to great lengths to assure the safety of other flyers
and spectators and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the coordination and use of our frequencies. If
we have less frequencies to use, the remaining frequencies will become
congested and safety will decrease.

Our models have become larger, heavier and more costly. The* a"C-"3--·
capable of causing personal injury and property damage if ~adio

interference causes the operator to lose control of the aircraft.\ We
need all our present channels, especially at large model events Mhere
numerous flyers are present, to ensure a safe flying environment. I

I do not feel that the F.C.C. should expand the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
mOdelers. The F.C.C. may not think we are as important as business
users of radios, but we have a ~onsiderable investment in our models
and radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me to continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by
not allowing the F.C.C. to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz
band.



FEB 04 1992 January 28,1993

The Honorable Representative William F. Clinger
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Sir:

I am writing in response to Proposal Rule PR Docket # 92-235.

My husband and I are both retired and enjoy many hours of pleasure
from building and flying many radio controlled Airplane. Models etc.

I and my husband own several Radios that if the frequencies
assignment is adopted would be unusable.

The Models we build and fly weigh as much as between 7-10Ibs.
and operate at· great speeds.

Since the proposed new frequencies are so close, interference will
occur and render most model frequencies unusable, which could cause
bodily injury or p~operty damage because of in-operable planes etc.

Hoping you will consider the above before making any decision
on the above Proposal Rule, Docket # 92-235.

Thanking you for any consideration you give this matter, I am-
;;:t~~
522 Willowbank Street
Bellefonte, Pa. 16823



r tlj (J 4 1992
Subject: F.C.C. Notice of Proposed R~le Making (NPRM-PR Docket 92-235)

To: The Honorable William F. Clinger, Jr.
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

From: Kinzua Aeromodelers
Wi 11 iam Fehrenbach, Secreta·rYITr~asu..rer.l
48 Cobham Park Rd . ...u ,j,,(.."( ?'" ;pd;....h../-e"~
Warren, PA 16365 .. .

The Kinzua Aeromodelers, a group of thirty members, has been
involved in the sport/hobby at building and flying radio controlled
miniature aircraft for twenty years. We are affiliated with the
Academy of Model Aeronautics, our national organization. Our hobby has
provided many enjoyable hours of activity to both our members and to
the public who have enjoyed our displays and flying demonstrations.

We, both as.a group and as individuals, are quite concerned about
the F.C.-e.,ls.··pr·oposal that would allow other services, such as land
mobile radios users, to use frequencies between our closely spaced
model aircraft channels. If this was permitted, it would cause
interference to our aircraft which would cause 1055 of control of the
aircraft and quite pQssibly personal and property damage. Our models
have become larger and more expensive over the years. Many aircraft
weigh over twenty pounds and have'wing spans of more than 10 feet.
Such a large object, along with an engine and spinning propeller, could
cause injury if not kept under full control at all times. The modeling
industry, F.e.e. and the Academy of Model Aeronautics have worked very
hard over the past few years to obtain the present frequency system and
it has pr~ven effective in latge flying events where many aircraft fly
at the same time with no interference or 1055 of control. Individual
modelers have invested much time and money in new or updated radio
equipment to ensure the safety of their models and the safety of fellow
flyers and spectators.

We do not feel that our hard-won frequencies should be shared with
other users and would appreciate your help in convincing the F.C.C. to
keep the present channels reserved for modeling activities.

Thank you.
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The Honorable William F. Clinger, Jr.'
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Clinger:

><1 t. ~IH AV.
WAlWN. PA, 16365

f:EB 11 lq9?

II

I am a member of a local model airplane
Aeromodelers, and have enjoyed the sport of radio
aircraft flying for many years.

club, The Kinzua
controlled- model

I am very concerned about the Federal Communications Commissions'
proposal (PR Docket 92-235) that would greatly. reduce the usability of
frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model aircraft.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart 'from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share
the band without either user interfering with the other.

The F.C.C. now wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower band widths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. I have been told that our available channels would be
reduced from 50 to 19 if these rule~ are adopted.

Modelers go to great lengths to assure the safety of other flyers
and spectators and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the coordination and use of our frequencies. If
we have less.frequencies to use, the remaining frequencies will become
congested and safety will decrease.

Our models have become larger, heavier and more costly. They are
capable of causing personal injury and property damage if radio
interferen'-~ causes the operator to lose control of the aircraft. We
need all t' 'i present channels, especially at large model events where
numerous!'"" '~rs are present, to ensure a':~fe flying environment.

I do not feel that the F.C.C. should expand the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The F.C.C. may not think we are,as important as business
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models
and radio



....

:fEB 11199'l

January 30, 1993

The Honorable William F. Clinger, Jr.
2160 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 25015-3828

Subj ect: PR Docket 92-235 FCC Notice of Proposed Rule Making

Dear Mr. Clinge~:

I have been involved in the model aircraft hobby since I was a very young
child. It has provided me with an opportunity to be creative in an
educational way. During my growing years, I learned to work with wooden
airframes, highly advanced small gas powered engines, and the principals of
aerodynamics. .

This early modeling background helped form my school and service years.
Because of my interest in aviation, I chose to serve four years in the U. S.
Air Force during the Korean crisis as an aircraft electrician. This lead to
my college schooling where I majored in Electrical Engineering. I received a
Bachelor's degree from Penn State Univer~ity and a Master's degree from MIT.
The years in model aircraft building and flying before my college years gave
me a very strong practical background in the technical areas I pursued at
college.

Radio control of model aircraft became practical soon after I graduated from
college. Building and flying radio controlled models were a natural extension
of my model aircraft hobby. The past thirty years have been spent enjoying
the hobby and helping newcomers to the hobby.

Recently, I have been actively engaged in teaching local youth the art of
building and flying model airplanes. The teaching is done in model building
courses sponsored by the State College Area Parks and Recreation Department.
These courses address the fundamental skills needed in building and flying
model aircraft. They do not involve radio controlled model aircraft.
However, radio control modeling has been the incentive for young people to
take these courses.

I have been pleased with the progress that has been made in making more
channels available for the use of radio control modelling in the past. The
72/75 MHz. frequencies have significantly improved the safety of the radio
control model aircraft hobby.

In the early days of Citizen Band operation, interference from Citizen band
radios resulted in unreliable model aircraft operation. The interference was



,
both unintentional and intentional. I lost several model aircraft and radios
due to interference related model aircraft crashes. At one flying site,
continuing intentional interference from a hidden source was detected. This
intentional interference was reported to the FCC. Their response was that it
would be too difficult and expensive to locate and prosecute the offender.
Fortunately, no one was harmed in any of the model aircraft crashes. However,
modelers, spectators, and persons living near the flying field were at risk.

With the addition of the 72/75 MHz. frequencies, the interference problem was
dramatically reduced and has continued to be very low.

I understand that the proposed legislation (NPRM-PR Docket 92-235) will
introduce other users into the frequency bands now used by the model aircraft.
This will create an interference problem comparable to that experienced in the
Citizen Band era. If implemented, this will have a disastrous effect on the
hobby.

My current invest.~nt in radio and model aircraft equipment is estimated at
$2500. Tfirs fiscal investment and the time I have invested in building the
model aircraft would be for naught if this legislation were enacted.

The opportunity for our youth to become involved in a safe hobby that has many
long term payoffs will be lost. In this .era of over litigation and
unreasonable liability, no one can risk operating a model aircraft with an
unreliable radio control channel.

Sincerely Yours

Albert F. Niessner, Jr.
Senior Research Associate
Pennsylvania State University

936 Crabapple Drive
State College, Pa. 16801
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The Honorable William F. Clinger, J~.J

House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dea~ M~. Clinger:

I am a member of a local model airplane
Aeromodelers, and have enjoyed the sport of radio
aircraft flying for many years.

club, The . Kinzua
controlled model

I am very concerned about the Federal Communications Commissions'
proposal (PR Docket 92-235) that would greatly reduce the usability of
frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model aircraft.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are fa~ enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share
the band without either user interfering with the other.

The F.C.C. now wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower band widths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. I have been told that our available channels would be
reduced from 50 to 19 if these rules are adopted.

Modelers go to great lengths to assure the safety of other flyers
and spectators and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the coordination and use of our frequencies. If
we have less frequencies to u~e, the remaining frequencies will become
congested and safety will decrease.

Our models have become larger, heavier and more costly. They are
capable of causing personal injury and property damage if radio
interference causes the operator to lose control of the aircraft. We
need all our present channels, especially at large model events where
numerous flyers are present, to ensure a safe flying environment.

I do not feel that the F.C.C. should expand the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The F.C.C. may not think we are as important as business
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models
and radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help.. me to continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by
not allowing the F.C.C. to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz
band.



The Honorable William F. Clinger, Jr. J

House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Clinger:

I am a member of a local model airplane
Aeromodelers, and have enjoyed the sport of radio
aircraft flying for many years.

club, The Kinzua
controlled· model

I am very concerned about the Federal Communications Commissions'
proposal (PR Docket 92-235) that would greatly reduce the usability of
frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model ·aircraft.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share
the band without either user interfering with the other.

The F.C.C. now wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower band widths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. I have been told that our available channels would be
reduced from 50 to 19 if these rules are adopted.

Modelers go to great lengths to assure the safety of other flyers
and spectators and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the coordination.and use of our frequencies. If
we have less frequencies to use, the remaining frequencies will become
congested and safety will decrease.

Our models have become larger, heavier and more costly. They are
capable of causing personal injury and property damage if radio
interference causes the operator to lose control of the aircraft. We
need all our present channels, especially at large model events where
numerous flyers are present, to ensure a safe flying environment.

I do not feel that the F.C.C. should expand the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The F.C.C. may not think we are as important as business
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models
and radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me to continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by
not allowing the F.C.C. to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz
band.

Sincerely:... J) /-/
c:~da~ ~Uv~dL-

/l/?'J./} 6.2 6 S 9

J ./.C}3
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The Honorable William F. Clinger, Jr.'
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Clinger:

I am a member of a local model airplane
Aeromodelers, and have enjoyed the sport of radio
aircraft flying for many years.

club, The Kinzua
controlled' model

I am very~c'oncerned about the Federal Communications Commissions'
proposal (PR Docket 92-235) that would greatly reduce the usability of
frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model aircraft.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share
the band without either user interfering with the other.

The F.C.C.~ow wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower band widths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. I have been told that our available channels would be
reduced from 50 to 19 if these rules are adopted.

Modelers go to great lengths to assure the safety of other flyers
and spectators and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the coordination and use of our frequencies. If
we have less frequencies to use, the remaIning frequencies will become
congested and sjlfety will decrease.

Our models have become larger, heavier and more costly. They are
capable of causing personal injury and property damage if radio
interference causes the operator to lose control of the aircraft. We
need all our present channels, especially at large model events where
numerous flyers are present, to ensure a safe flying environment.

I do not feel that the F.C.C. should expand the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The F.C.C. may not think we are as important as business
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models
and radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me to continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by
not allowing the F.C.C. to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz
band.



John LeFrancois
125 oakwood Drive

State ColJege. Pa. 16801

The Honorable William F. Clinger Jr.
c/o House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Clinger:

\it. ,. ~

January 29, 1993

I have be~n retired since 1981 and have enjoyed many hours constructing
and operating radio-controlled model airplanes. I am very concerned
about proposed rules that are being considered by th~ Federal Communications
Connnission (proceeding PR Docket 92-235). The new rules would greatly reduce
the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase
the risk of accidents and attendant liability for radio-controlled model
airplanes.

Our control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band, a band used primarily
for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio-control
frequencies in this band are far enough apart.from the land mobile frequencies
that we have been able to share the band without interference.

The FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splittingtheminto
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land
mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio-contiol frequencies and
cause mutual interference with radio-control operations. If the number of
usable frequencies is diminished, the remaining frequencies will become
congested, and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased. Model air­
planes have wingspans ranging up to·l0 feet and weigh as much as 40 pounds.
They are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or death if radio
interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. Organized
events include hundreds of participants.

Please vote against the FCC proposal for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,



/
Philip J Roode, MD
440 Moreland Drive
Franklin, Penna. 16323
Janua r y 29, 1 9 9 3

The Honorable william Clinger
United States House of Reoresentatives
Washington, D.C. 20515'"-

Dear Representative Cling~rf

I am a voting citizen of Venango County,
pennsylvania. I also have a keen interest in making and flying
radio controlled model ~irDl~nes. It has just been brought to
~ny attention that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
is proposing to change the frequency rules concerning radio
controlled model airplanes. That is the reason for my letter.

! am referrlng ~o PR )ocket 92-235. In it, the
FCC is proposing to insert n~re commercial frequencies between
the radio control frequencIes. The FCC has allocated
frequencies 72 MHz - 76 MHz bands for radio control and those
bands are dlso shared by pr~vatA mobile dispatch operations.
As the system is now there is adequate separation between the
frequencies so that there is no conflict. However if more
mobile freauencies are inserted bet~een the radio control
frequencies, overlap and jn~prfer~nce will occur.

IE you have pvpr ~lown a radio control airplane
or watched them tly you '.Jill ;.lnjddy note that it is a
fascinating hobby that is ideal for father/son relationships.
I and my son both are members nf two local flying clubs. We
,::njoy the challenge of making .j ~)ldne and then the thrill of
i ly i nq it. The FCC cul(-, ,"".~':: ~",-ll put a big damper on this
interesting hobby. Not a lot of people will notice or be
affected, but those enthu81a8~iG tew like me. will be profoundly
affected. I have three planps 23Ch worth about $400 and am
J)1:esent 1 y rnak t ng r.wo 1'(10:[1: :i\c;d.--, L::; . ::: the FCC changes go 1nto
effect, I may not be able to ;:1.\/ them, or if I do fly them,
risk their de5t~uction due ~a ~~dio interference. I face a
considerable financial 10s5 if thes~ changes go into effect.



Also one of the primary concerns of model
airplane enthusiasts is saiety. I inspect my planes with each
flight, checking connections, linkagc~, ~nd radio. I have
liability insurance as well. A fifteen pound model flying at
fifty miles per hour could do a lot of damage or cause personal
injury in a crash. The FCC rules will not only reduce safe
frequencies but increase the possibility of interference
causing a crash. This therefore poses an unnecessary safety
risk not only to pilots and spectators but also to the general
public.

Please do what you can to convince the FCC not
implement the changes proposed in PR Docket 92-235.

Gratefully,

Philip J Roode, MD


